THE MAN I KNEW

maison, and took a great number of prisoners, but Mametz
"Wood, on the i fth Corps area, still remained in the enemy's
hands. Generals Foch and Weygand met Douglas to discuss
the co-operation of the 2Oth French Corps with the British
13th Corps. Foch assured Douglas that his troops would
do all that was possible to support him in his effort to
secure the Longueval Ridge, and in the meantime would
try to take Hardecourt and Knoll to the north and help the
British by putting a barrage in front of Guillemont. The
King sent Douglas a telegram expressing his pride in his
troops and asking Douglas to convey his congratulations
to the army on the results they had achieved in die fighting.
The 7th of July was stormy and wet but the attacks took
place as planned. The start was again very successful, and
by noon Contalmaison and Bailiff Wood with about 700
prisoners had been captured. A foothold in Ovillers was
gained and a further portion of the Leipzig Redoubt was
carried. Unfortunately, however, Mametz Wood was not
taken. The fighting continued fiercely round Contalmaison
village, Trones and Mametz Wood and Ovillers village,
and Douglas, in consultation with General Rawlinson,
began to prepare for an extended attack on Longueval and
Pozieres.

The weather latterly was bad and the sodden ground had
greatly increased the difficulties of moving the heavy guns.
Douglas, however, was fairly satisfied with the results, be-
cause he wrote to nie on the roth that large numbers of
enemy formations had been broken up and that the Germans
were using up their reserves as they arrived, which gave
some indication of the great losses they had sustained. It
was not until the izth of July that the whole of Mametz
Wood was captured. Desperate attempts were made by the
enemy to recapture Contalmaison village and Mametz Wood
but they were all unsuccessful.

Douglas's final preparations had been made for the oc-